JAIN COSMOLOGY AS EXPLAINED IN
TAMIL JAIN LITERATURE

Jains’ contribution to Tamil literature is very vast. Three of the five major epics, all the
five minor epics, three major lexicons, most of the didactic literature, grammar works, puranams,
minor literary works and works on Mathematics, Astrology, etc., add to the literary repertoire of

this classic language.

Jain Cosmology is very well explained in a few Tamil Jain texts, such as Meru Mandhara
Puranam,  Yashodhara  Kaaviyam,  Neelakesi,  Choolaamani,  Jeevasambodhanai,
Idaayalakkuravanji, with a few passing references in Thirunoorandhaadhi and Aadhinathar
Pillaithamizh etc. Of all these Meru Mandara Puranam elaborates the most on the description of
the three worlds in a detailed manner. The ‘Loka Purusha’ is well explained with reference to its
shape, size and measurements in the poetic verses of the said texts. The three lokas namely the
lower, middle and upper worlds are described in detail.

The shape of the universe is compared to that of a man standing with his hands on his
waist. Hence it is referred to as ‘Loka Purusha’. This is used as a symbol to signify the Jain

context.

As each author chose to eloborate it on a particular way, various versions of the
description are available for comparison. The choice of the Tamil texts are not exhaustive but

restricted to the few mentioned above.

Seevasambodhanai discusses the 12 anuprkeshas. The chapter ‘Ulagam’ meaning ‘the

world’ brings out various information about the three worlds. Of all the texts mentioned above,



Meru Mandara puranam deals with maximum details on the three worlds. The total no. of verses

in the text is 1406. The classification of the subject of discussion is shown as follows:
No.of verses - Contents

930-968 - 7 Hells (in particular)
1215 - 1252 - Three worlds (in general)
1253 - 1308 - Nandheeswara Dweepa (in particular)
1309 - 1320 - Celestial world (in particular)

The universe is described as follows:

Its total height is 14 kayiru from South to North (Unit of measurement). It is surrounded
by three ‘Vaadhas’ namely, ‘Ganavaadha’, ‘Dhanuvaadha’, and ‘Ganodhadhivaadha’. The upper
and the lower worlds are each seven kayiru in height; the top and the middle part are 1 kayiru
wide. The upper part is like a ‘“Matthalam’ a percussion instrument. The middle part of this is 5
kayiru wide. The base of the lower world is 7 kayiru wide. This is well explained in the

following verses.
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The base that is 7 kayiru wide is reduced by 3 kayiru on either side forming the 1 kayiru

wide base of the middle world that is 7 kayiru above.

The top of the upper world is also of the same 1 kayiru width. In the middle world the

width is increased by two cubits on either side amounting to 4 cubits in toto, attaining a width of



5 kayiru at the end of the Brahma Kalpa at the height of 3.5 kayiru, and gradually reduced to 1
kayiru at the top.

The verse in Meru Mandara Puranam exhibits the author’s play with numbers as follows.
The world is one and the ‘Trasanaali’ and its outerpart are two and the upper, middle and lower

worlds are three and the naraka, triyancha, manushya and deva gathis are four.
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Jeev, Ajeev, Dharma, Adharma, Aakaash, are five Athikaayas and with Kaala added to

them, they become six Dravyas and the number is seven in the context of the dwelling places of

Naraka, Pavana, Manushya, Jyotishka, Kalpavaasi, Agamindra, and Siddha.
The lower world:

Nigodh and the five hells over the same are each 1 kayiru in height; the two hells and 10

Pavana lokas are in rest 1 kayiru till the base of the Meru mountain.
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The 7 hells are as follows:

1. Rathnaprabha - Kammaa



Sharkaraprabha - Vamsaa
Vaalukaaprabha - Megaa
Pankhaprabha - Anjanaa
Dhoomaprabha - Arishtaa

Tamaprabha - Magavaa
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Tamatamaprabha - Maagavaa

Seevaka Chinthaamani, (one of the 3 major Tamil epics), Yashodhaa Kaaviyam,
Choolaamani, Neelakesi, (3 of the 5 minor Tamil epics), and Idayaalakkuravanji (a minor

literary work), explain the hells and describe the different kinds of sufferings there.
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The Indhaga, Sreni bandha, and Prakeerna of the 7 hells are the dwelling places in the
hells and their total amounts to 84,00,000.

No. | Hells Steps | Dwelling Places
1. | Rathnaprabha 13 30,00,000




2. | Sharkaraprabha 11 25,00,000
3. | Vaalukaaprabha 9 15,00,000
4. | Pankhaprabha 7 10,00,000
5. | Dhoomaprabha 5 3,00,000
6. | Tamaprabha 3 99,995
7. | Tamatamaprabha | 1 5
Total 49 84,00,000

The same information can be got from the texts namely Choolaamani,

Seevasambodhanai, and Neelakesi also.
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The minimum and maximum life span of the hellish beings:
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Hell Maximum Life span | Minimum Life span
1. 13" step 1 sagaropam 10,000 years
2. 11" step 3 sagaropams 1 sagaropam
3. 9Mstep 7 sagaropams 3 sagaropams
4. 7" step 10 sagaropams 7 sagaropams
5. 5" step 17 sagaropams 10 sagaropams
6. 3¢ step 22 sagaropams 17 sagaropams
7. only step 33 sagaropams 22 sagaropams
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Life span of the 1 hellish beings:

Steps | Maximum Lifespan | Minimum Lifespan
1. | 90,000 years 10000 years
2. 190,00,000 years 90,000 years
3. | Countless Purva Koti | 90,00,000 years
4. | 1/10 sagaropam Countless Purva Kaoti
5. | 2/10 sagaropam 1/10 sagaropam
6. | 3/10 sagaropam 2/10 sagaropam
7. | 4/10 sagaropam 3/10 sagaropam
8. | 5/10 sagaropam 4/10 sagaropam
9. | 6/10 sagaropam 5/10 sagaropam
10. | 7/10 sagaropam 6/10 sagaropam
11. | 8/10 sagaropam 7/10 sagaropam
12. | 9/10 sagaropam 8/10 sagaropam
13. | 1 sagaropam 9/10 sagaropam
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The height of the hellish beings:

Hells Height of the hellish beings
1. 1% step | 3 cubits
1. 13™step | 7 + 13/16 dhanush
2. 15 + 10/16 dhanush

3. 31 + 1/4 dhanush
4, 62 + 1/2 dhanush
5. 125 dhanush

6. 250 dhanush

7.

500 dhanush

The same is reiterated in Yashodhara Kaaviyam,
Seevasambodhanai and Idayaalakkurvanji also.
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The height from which the hellish beings fall upside down:

Hells Height of the fall
1. 1% step 5 yojanas
1. 13" step 7 + 13/16 yojanas

2. 15 + 10/16 yojanas
3. 31 + 1/4 yojanas
4. 62 + 1/2 yojanas
5. 125 yojanas
6. 250 yojanas
7. 500 yojanas

The lower hells are intolerably cold and the upper hells are so hot such that the iron ball
like the Meru mountain would melt into water. As per the scriptures the 1% upto the 3" step of
the 5" hell are hot and the rest 2 steps of the 5™ hell upto the 7™ hell are very cold and both are

intolerable.

“Gmdf 2_uisPiq gid
QeuliLIQor® FL LD

prieTerr 2 (&S B
OLIL|e®JWI SRBSTLD
@&t ©_pmiLjens prder...”
- 281, wGsngy sTafwiLd
Asura Kumaara, Naaga Kumaara, Sorna Kumaara, Dweepa Kumaara, Dig Kumaara,
Agni Kumaara, Udhadhi Kumaara, Vaayu Kumaara,Vidyudh Kumaara, Mega Kumaara are the

10 types of Pavana Kumaaras.

Each of the 49 dwelling places in the 7 hells has an ‘Indhagam’ in the centre sourrounded
by the ‘Sreni bandhas’ lined up in the 8 directions. There are 49 Sreni bandhas in the angular
directions in the first dwelling place in the first hell and in the following dwelling places they re
reduced in number by one in each direction. The dwelling places are 30,00,000, 25,00,000,
15,00,000, 10,00,000, 3,00,000, 99,995, and 5, in the 1%, 2" , 3 4" 5" 6" and 7" hells
respectively.

Sowdharma, Eeshaana Kalpas and Sanathkumaara and Maahendra Kalpas exist upto 1.5
kayiru height for each pair above the middle world. The rest six pairs of the kalpas exist upto 0.5



kayiru height for each pair and Agamindra lokas and the siddha loka exist in the balance 1 kayiru
height.

The dwelling places of the 10 types of the Pavana Devas:

No. Devas No. of Vimanas
1. | Asura Kumaara 64,00,000
2. | Naaga Kumaara 84,00,000
3. | Sorna Kumaara 72,00,000
4. | Vaayu Kumaara 96,00,000
5. | Vidyudh Kumaara 76,00,000
6. | Udhadhi Kumaara 76,00,000
7. | Sthanitha Kumaara 76,00,000
8. | Dweepa Kumaara 76,00,000
9. | Agni Kumaara 76,00,000
10. | Dig Kumaara 76,00,000
Total 7,72,00,000

The total number of the vimanas of the Pavana Devas amounts to 7,72,00,000. The

maximum lifespan of the Asura Kumaaras is 1 sagaropam and their height is that of 25 dhanush.
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The maximum lifespan of Naaga Kumaara, Sorna Kumaara and the rest 6 types of

Pavana Devas are 3, 2.5, and 1.5 palyams respectively. The height of Naaga kumaara and others

are that of 15 dhanush and 10 dhanush respectively.



The middle world:

The Adhaai Dweepa with the Meru in the middle and the two oceans are the dwelling

places of humans.The width of all these is 45 lakh yojanas.

The Manushyas are are claasified into 2 types as ‘Aarya’ and ‘Mileccha’. The “Aarya’
who follow take birth in 170 Dharma Khandas; those who are born in the 96 inner islands and

the rest 10 Khandas will not follow Dharma and are known as ‘Milecchas’.
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Those who live in the inner islands have one leg, tail, horns, long ears and faces like that
of the lion, boar, deer, monkey, mongoose, camel and bear. Their life span is 1 palyam and
height is that of 2000 dhanush. They feeed on fruits and mud and reside in the caves and on

treetops.
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The seven Kshetras Bharatha and others have the following mountains in the middle
namely, Himaya, Maha Himaya, Nishadha, Neeli, Rukmi, and Sigiriya. Of these seven,the
Bharatha Kshetra in the South and the Iravatha Kshetra in the North have 6 time variations.
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The 7 kshetras are as follows:

Bharatha
Hymavatha
Harivarsha
Videha
Ramyaka

Hiranya
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Iravatha
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Of the above mentioned 7 Kshetras, bharatha and Iraavatha have 2 types of changes
namely Bhoga bhoomi and Karma bhoomi, with regard to the changes in the timecycle. In the
first 3 dividions they remain as Bhoga bhoomi and later become Karma bhoomi in the rest of the
3 divisions. In the decending part of the time cycle i.e., from the latter part of the 3™ and 4™
divisions, Manus, Tirthankaras, Chakravarthis, Baladevas,Vasudevas, their rivals Prathi

Vasudevas and the Charama dehadhaaris appear.

Utthara Kuru and Dakshina Kuru are the Utthama Bhoga Bhoomis, Harivarsha and
Ramyaka are the Madhya Bhoga Bhoomis,and Hymavatha and Hiranyavatha are the Jagannya
Bhoga Bhoomis.



The life span of the people in the Utthama Bhoga Bhoomi is 3 palyams and in Madhya
Bhoga Bhoomi it is 2 palyams and in the Jagannya Bhoga Bhoomi it is 1 palyam. Their heights
are that of 6,000 dhanush, 4,000 dhanush and 2,000 dhanush respectively. Their intake of food

is once in 3 days, 2 days and 1 day respectively.

The changes in the first 3 divisions of the decending time cycle in the above mentioned
Bharatha and Iraavatha Kshetras are the same in the 3 types of the Bhoga Bhoomis. The life
span, height and food intake of the people of the 3 divisions are the same as that of the Utthama,
Madhya and Jagannya Bhooga Bhoomis. In the last 3 divisions of the descending cycle, the
maximum height and maximum life span of the people are 500 dhanush and Poorva Koti years in
the Dhushma -Sushma division, 7 cubits and 120 years in the Dushma division, 2 cubits and 50

years in the dushma - Dushma division respectively.

Kacchaa, Sukacchaa, Mahaakacchaa, Kacchakaavathi, Aavartthaa, Laangalaavartthaa,
Pushkalaa and Pushkalaavathi, are the countries that belong to Karuma bhoomi forever.
Vathsaa, Suvathsaa, Mahaavathsaa, Vacchakaavathi, Ramyaa, Suramyaa, Ramaneeyaa,
Mangalaavathi, are the countries that are situated along the southern bank of the river Seetha.
Padmaa, Supadmaa, Mahaapadmaa, Padmakaavathi, Sankaa, Nalinaa, Kumudhaa and Sarithaa,
are the countries that are situated along the southern bank of the river Seethodhaa. Vapra,
Suvapraa, Mahaavapraa,Vaprakaavathi, Gandhaa, Sugandhaa, Gandhilaa and Gandhamaalini are
the countries that are situated along the northern bank of the river Seethodhaa.32 countries are

formed with 12 Vibhanga Nadhi and 18 Vatchaara mountains. .

12 Vibhanga Nadhis:

Kirugaavathi
Thavathi
Pankhavathi
Dakshajalaa
Matthajalaa
Unmatthajalaa

Saarodhaa
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9. Surothondhavaahini

10. Gambeeramaalini

11. Benamaalini

12. Oormimaalini
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32 Videha Kshetras:

1. Kshema 9. | Susheemaa 17. | Aswapuri 25. | Vijayaa

2. Kshemapuri 10. | Kundalaa 18. | Simmapuri 26. | Vaijayanthaa
3. Arishtaa 11. | Aparajithaa 19. | Mahaapuri 27. | Jayanthaa

4. Acrishtapuri 12. | Prabhankaraa 20. | Vijayapuri 28. | Aparajithaa
5. Khatgaa 13. | Angavathi 21. | Arajaskaa 29. | Chakrapuri
6. Manjushaa 14. | padmaavathi 22. | Virajaskaa 30. | Khatgapuri
7. Ushadhi 15. | Suprabhaa 23. | Ashokaa 31. | Ayodhyaa

8. Pundareekani | 16. | Rathnasanjayaa 24. | Vitashokaa 32. | Avanthiyaa

The above mentioned 32 countries are situated in a line along from the right of the

northern bank of the river Seetha. These 32 countries are divided into 6 Khandas by each f the

Vijayaarttha Parvatha and two Kshullaka rivers. The people in these countries have height that of

500 dhanush and their life span is 1 Poorva Koti. They don’t have time difference and annhilate

their karmas and attain Moksha eventually.

All those mentioned about the Jambu Dweepa remain the same without any difference in
the 4 Videha Kshetras in the Dhaadhagi and Pushkaraarttha Khandas having 4 Kshullka Meru

Parvthas.




Outside the Maanuyushyotthara Parvatha there are countless Dweepas and Samudras in
such a way that each has twice the area of the other surrouded by the other. These have the count
of the hairs of 25 Kotaakoti Utthara palyams. The Samudras have the 7 different tastes that of

the salty water, pure water, honey,toddy, milk and sugarcane juice.
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Countless Samudras are not the dwelling places of the water animals. Countless Dweepas
are the dwelling places of the 4 legged animals like elephants an ar the Bhoga bhoomi of the

animals.

The 1,2,3,4, sensed different species of animals and the 5sensed anmals living in the

Suyambu Ramanaarttha Dweepa and the Suyambu Ramana Samudra are beyond count.
The upper world:

The middle world is the dwelling place for the 8 types of the Vyantara Devas. Their life
span is 1 palyam. They live in the countless islands in the great oceans. Their height is that of 10

bows.
Eight types of Vyantara Devas:

1.Kinnara

2. Kimpurusha
3.Garuda
4.Gandharava
5.Yaksha

6. Rakshasa

7. Bhootha

8. Pishaasa
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The Meru mountain is 1,000 yojanas deep under the earth, 99,000 yojanas high above the
earth and 10,000 yojanas wide at the base surrounded by the 4 vanas namely, Bhadraachalam,

Nandanam, Sowmanasam, and Paandukam.

Above the ‘Chitra Bhoomi’, Suriya, Chandra, 27 stars, Budha, Sukra, Guru, Angaaraka
and Sani are at the distance of 800, 880, 884, 888, 891, 894, 897 and 900 yojanas respectively.

No. | Yojanas | Jyotishka Devas
1. 800 Suriya
2. 880 Chandra
3. 884 27 Tarakas
4. 888 Budha
5. 891 Sukra
6. 894 Guru
7. 897 Angaaraka
8. 900 Sani
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The constellations of stars are above and below the Sun and the Moon. Jyotishka Devas
are 7 dhanush high and their life span is 1 palyam. The minimum life span of the Pavana

Vyantara , Jyotishka Devas is 10,000 years.

Celestial Beings Height Maximum Life Span

Pavana Deva - Asura Kumaara 25 dhanush | Minimum: 10,000 years

Maximum: > 1 sagaropam

Pavana Deva - Others 10 dhanush | Minimum: 10,000 years

Vyantara Deva 7 dhanush | Minimum: 10,000 years

Maximum: 1 palyam

Jyotishka Deva Minimum: 10,000 years




Sowdharma - Eeshaana Kalpa Deva

7 cubits

2 sagaropams

Sanath Kumaara — Maahendra Kalpa Deva | 6.5 cubits | 7 sagropams

Brahma - Brahmotthra Kalpa Deva 6 cubits 10 sagoropams
Laantava - Kaapishta Kalpa Deva 5.5 cubits | 14 sagaropams
Sukra - Mahaa sukra Kalpa Deva 5 cubits 16 sagaropams
Sataara - Sahasraara Kalpa Deva 4.5 cubits | 18 sagaropams
Aanatha - Praanatha Kalpa Deva 4 cubits 20 sagaropams
Aarana - Achutha Kalpa Deva 3.5 cubits | 22 sagaropams
Heshtima - Heshtima Agamindra Deva 3 cubits 23 sagaropams
Heshtima - Madhyama Agamindra Deva 3 cubits 24 sagaropams
Heshtima - Uparima Agamindra Deva 3 cubits 25 sagaropams
Madhyama - Heshtima Agamindra Deva 2.5 cubits | 26 sagaropams
Madhyama - Madhyama Agamindra Deva | 2.5 cubits | 27 sagaropams
Madhyama - Uparima Agamindra Deva 2.5 cubits | 28 sagaropams
Uparima - Heshtima Agamindra Deva 2 cubits 29 sagaropams
Uparima - Madhyama Agamindra Deva 2 cubits 30 sagaropams
Uparima - Uparima Agamindra Deva 2 cubits 31 sagaropams
Navaanudisha Deva 1.5 cubits | 32 sagaropams
Sarvaarttha Siddhi 1 cubit 33 sagaropams

The number of Suns and Moons active in the Adhaai Dweepa and in the 2 Samudras in

the centre of the middle world are as follows:

No. | Dweepa/Samudra No. of Moons | No. of Suns

1. | Jambhu Dweepa 2 2

2. | Lavana Samudra 4 4

3. | Dhaadhagi Khanda 12 12

4. | Kaalodhaga Samudra 42 42

5. | Pushkaravara Dweepa 72 72
Total 132 132




There are 3 types of dwelling places for the Devas in every slab of the heaven namely,

‘Indhagam’, ‘Sreni bandha’, ‘Pushpa prakeerna’. The 62 Sreni bandhas in the 4 directions of

‘Ruthu vimana’ of the Sowdharma Kalpa along with the 1 in the Sarvaartha Siddhi in

Panchanutthra, the total of the vimanas is 63.

Heavens

No. of Sreni Bandhas

Sowdharma - Eeshaana Kalpas

31

Sanath Kumaara - Maahendra Kalpas

Brahma - Brahmotthra Kalpas

Laantava - Kapishta Kalpas

Sukra - Maha Sukra Kalpas

Sataara - Sahasraara Kalpas

Aanata - Praananata Kalpas

Aarana - Achutha Kalpas

Navagreveyak

Navaanudisha

Panchanutthra - Sarvaarttha Siddhi
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The above mentioned Srenibandhas get graudally reduced by one on each direction. They

light up one in each direction in the Navaanudisha Agmindra Loka. The number of vimanas is

given below.
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The number of vimanas are 32,00,000, 28,00,000, 12,00,000, 8,00,000, 4,00,000,50,000,
40,00,000, 6,000, 400, 300, 111, 107, 91, 9 and 5 in Sowdharmendra Kalpa, Eeshaana Kalpa,
Sanath Kumaara Kalpa, Maahendra Kalpa, Brahma- Brahmotthra Kalpas, Laantava - Kapishta
Kalpas, Sukra - Mahaa Sukra Kalpas, Sataara - Sahasraara Kalpas, Aanata - Praanata Kalpas,
Aarana - Achutha Kalpas, Heshtima Traya, Madhyama Traya and Uparima Traya, Navaanu

Dishaa and Panchaanutthara respectively.

Navagraveyak:

1. Heshtima Heshtima

2. Heshtima Madhyama

3. Heshtima Uparima

4. Madhyama Heshtima

5. Madhyama Madhyama

6. Madhyama Uparima

7. Uparima Heshtima

8. Uparima Madhyama

9. Uparima Upaima

Devalok No. of Vimanas

Sowdharma Kalpa 32,00,000
Eeshaana Kalpa 28,00,000
Sanathkumara Kalpa 12,00,000
Maahendra Kalpa 8,00,000
Brahma - Brahmotthra Kalpas 4,00,000
Laantava - Kaapishta Kalpas 50,000
Sukra - Maha Sukra Kalpas 40,000
Sataara - Sahasraara Kalpas 6,000
Aanata - Praanata Kalpas 400
Aarana - Achutha Kalpas 300
Heshtima Traya 111
Madhyama Traya 107




Uparima Traya

91

Navaanudisha 9
Panchaanutthara 5
Sub total 84, 97, 023*
Asura Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 64,00,000
Naaga Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 84,00,000
Sorna Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 72,00,000
Vaadha Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 96,00,000
VidyuthKumaara - Pavana Kumaara 76,00,000
Udhadhi Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 76,00,000
Sthanitha Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara | 76,00,000
Dweepa Kumaara - PavanaKumaara 76,00,000
Agni Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 76,00,000
Dig Kumaara - Pavana Kumaara 76,00,000
Grand Total 8,56,97,023
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The above verse mentions that the total number of vimanas amounting to more than 56

lakhs.

The 10 types of Indras namely, Indras, Samaanya Devas, Trayathrimsas, Prathi Indras,
Lokapaalas, Dhandanaayakas, Aneeka Devas, Prakeernaka Devas,and Kilvisha Devas along with

the Kings ministers and other wisemen of the Bhooloka, throng together like the dress worn by

the ‘Loka Purusha’.

Siddha Loka:
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The Siddha Loka with the Siddhas with the Ananth Gnana and Ananth Darshan dwelling
at the top of the universe is mentioned to be the ‘Ashta Prithvi’ meaning ‘the 8" Bhoomi’. The
Siddha Shila is 8 yojanas in the middle and is narrowed to the thickness of the wing of a fly at

the ends and is spread like an umbrella with the ‘Adhaai Dweepa’s area of 45,00,000 yojanas.
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“Oh, Sundari living in Idaiyaalam the place of the ‘Caturmukha’! As it is difficult to
explain all the geographical divisions in whole, only a tiny part as that of a gingelly seed is

explained thus and the rest to be understood from the scriptures”

With this the paper on ‘Jain Cosmology as explained in Tamil Jain literature’ comes to an

end.



